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NATION Pop, jazz singer Realy Smith, who had a prominent 1950s Vegas act, dies at 89 8A > 


SPORTS Raiders fumble away game, possibly season, in loss to Dallas 1C 
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READS 


E The city of Las Vegas 
won't build a new downtown 
municipal courthouse. 1B 


; Vegas view-Journal 
E A rare bighorn sheep hunt is 
underway at the Nevada Test 
and Training Range. 1B 


Developers tested a 
system that lets bicyclists 
communicate with traffic 
signals downtown. 1B 


E One woman will receive 
her degree at UNLV’s winter 
commencement more than 30 
years later. 1B 


E President Donald Trump 
says he won't fire the Russia 
probe's special counsel, Robert 
Mueller. 6A 


E Former CIA head Michael 
Morell talks Trump, Russia and 
the media. 6A 


E A military report details how 
Army Sgt. La David Johnson 
was killed in Niger. 8A 


E The annual re-enactment 
of George Washington's 1776 
Delaware River crossing could 
be scrapped. 8A 


E Two suicide bombers struck 
a church in Pakistan on Sunday, 
killing nine people. LOA 


E China is taking a hard-line 
stance with Uighurs, a Muslim 
minority in the country. 10A 


E Israel will probe the fatal 
shooting of a Palestinian 
paraplegic. 10A 


E The Blind Center of Nevada 
prepares to unveil its new 
facility in January. 1D 


E Russian President Vladimir 
Putin called President Donald 
Trump to thank him for intel 

on a terrorist attack planned 
in Russia. 2A 


E A sudden power outage 
brings Atlanta's busy airport 
to a standstill. 2A 


E In 2017, superheroes were 
more interesting when they 
were more human. 4D 
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California coast smolders 


Firefighters dig in to shield Santa Barbara County communities 


By Christopher Weber 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Thousands of 
firefighters tried to shield coastal 
communities Sunday from one of 
the biggest wildfires in California 
history while a funeral proces- 
sion rolled past burn-scarred 
hillsides in honor of one of their 
colleagues who was killed battling 
the flames. 

Crews cleared brush and dug 
containment lines above hillside 
neighborhoods in Santa Bar- 
bara County, taking advantage 
of slightly calmer winds a day 
after gusts fanned a flare-up that 
prompted more evacuations. 

“Everything’s holding really 
well,” fire information officer Lisa 


Cox said. “Thousands of homes 
have been saved.” 

While gusts had eased some- 
what, even lower-intensity winds 
were still dangerous, she warned. 
The fire northwest of Los Angeles 
was 45 percent contained. 

Television news footage showed 
at least one structure burned on 
property in the wealthy enclave 
of Montecito, and authorities said 
damage assessments could take 
days. 

Mourners stood on freeway 
overpasses to pay respects to fire- 
fighter Cory Iverson, 32, who died 
Thursday of burns and smoke 
inhalation. His funeral procession 
was scheduled to wind through 
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Mike Eliason The Associated Press 
A Bombardier 415 Super Scooper makes a water drop 
along a Santa Barbara, Calif., hillside on Sunday. 


Eyes grow local YouTuber patch 


Video purveyors 
finding following 


By Kailyn Brown 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 


HEN North Las 
Vegan Makenna 
Gott married her 


husband, Kyle, in 2013, she 
knew she was marrying You- 
Tube, too. 

Makenna, who is originally 
from Kitts Hill, Ohio, discov- 
ered Kyle’s YouTube channel 
about four years ago while 
searching for information 
about joining the military. 
Kyle, now 26, was stationed 
in Japan and had been post- 
ing videos about his experi- 
ences as an Air Force airman 
since 2012. He has been 
making videos on various 
channels since 2007. 

Makenna messaged Kyle to 


Makenna and Kyle Gott jointly operate a YouTube channel about what life is like for a young military 


couple. Both also have channels that they run individually. 


The bigger picture 


Assistant professor Benjamin Burroughs teaches a 
class on emerging media in the journalism department 
at UNLV. The class explores YouTube and other social 
media platforms and how they play a role in media. 

“YouTube is obviously not going anywhere, and 


it's become a larger part of culture and a larger part 
of the influencer economy that exists now, where 
everybody can connect with brands,” he said. “(These 
YouTubers are) some of the prime movers and 
shakers of cultural trends.” 


thank him for the informa- 
tion. After learning they had 
mutual friends, they started 
dating a few months later, 
though they lived thousands 
of miles apart. 

They met six months later 
and were married within 


Makenna Gott 


See YOUTUBE 4A 


White House press corps has its own baby boom 


By Debra J. Saunders 


Review-Journal White House 
Correspondent 


WASHINGTON — Love is 
in the air in the White House 
press briefing room — or 
it was months ago around 
those who practice their craft 
in the close quarters with its 
49 coveted seats. There is a 
briefing room baby boom. 

Three reporters — Ronica 


Cleary of D.C. station Fox5, 
Jessica Stone of CGTN, a 
network based in China, and 
Anne Walters of Germany’s 
DPA — have to squeeze 
through the throng with 
pronounced baby bumps. 
Kristin Fisher of Fox News 
just joined Ayesha Rascoe of 
Reuters on maternity leave. 

Others may be pregnant, 
but not clearly showing, and, 
really, who dares ask? 


Call the phenomenon The 
Other Trump Bump. Could it 
be that being a White House 
correspondent in the Trump 
White House is more effec- 
tive than visiting a fertility 
clinic? 

Theories that tie periods of 
upheaval to increased birth 
rates readily present them- 
selves, but may not stand up 
to scrutiny. 

The “blackout baby boom” 


after the lights went out in 
the Northeast corridor in 
1965 apparently is an urban 
legend. However, a 2014 
University of Oregon paper 
reported that a monthlong 
blackout in Zanzibar was 
followed by a significant 
increase in the number of 
births eight to 10 months lat- 
er, although according to the 
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